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The Corporation of the City of Brampton 


BRAMPTON CITY COUNCIL 

DATE: SEP 1 5 2010 
Susan Fennell 

M ayor 

Date: Thursday September 9, 2010 

Subject: Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) National Board of Directors 
Meetings - August 30  September 2, 2010 

OVERVIEW: 
• 	 As the Region of Peel representative to the FCM National Board of 

Directors, Mayor Susan Fennell participates as an Executive to the 
Board and Committee meetings as well as presides as Chair of the 
Ontario Regional Caucus. 

• 	 Mayor Fennell's participation at the FCM National Board meetings 
provides the opportunity to advocate for Region of Peel and City of 
Brampton priorities at the Federal level. 

• 	 This report provides the highlights of the meetings of the FCM 
National Board of Directors meeting held in Iqaluit, Nunavut on August 
31 - September 2, 2010. 

Recommendation: 

1. 	That the report from Mayor Susan Fennell , dated September 9, 2010, re: Federation 
of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) National Board of Directors - August 30 
September 2, 2010, be received, and; 

1. 	 That the report from Mayor Susan Fennell, dated September 9, 2010 re : Federation 
of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) National Board of Directors - August 30 
September 2,2010, be forwarded to the Council of the Regional Municipality of Peel 
for information. 

Introduction: 

The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) held its National Board of Directors 
meetings in Iqaluit, Nunavut on August 31 - September 2, 2010. Mayor Fennell attended 
the Board Meetings in her capacity as Peel 's representative to the National Board of 
Directors and presides as Chair of the Ontario Regional Caucus. This report will provide 
the highlights of the various committees that make up the National Board meetings. 



Highlights of the National Board Meetings: 

Executive Committee 
As Chair of the Ontario Caucus, Mayor Fennell is a table officer for the Executive 
Committee of the National Board of Directors. 

As this was the first meeting of the new board with several new members, staff used the 
opportunity to review the National Board of Directors Orientation Guide. The guide sets out 
FCM's mandate and structure and provides an understanding of the roles and expectation 
of board members. 

Executive Committee & Standing Committee Chairs 
As a table officer of the Executive Committee, Mayor Fennell attends this informal meeting 
to discuss issues of common interest and to provide updates on Committee business. 

Each Standing Committee Chair gave a quick verbal update of their meeting agenda's and 
a review of their committee's strategic priorities as set at the AGM in Toronto 2010. 

Committee of the Whole 
The FCM President, Director Hans Cunningham, welcomed the delegates to the Board of 
Directors meetings and provided a high level overview of the sessions to be held over the 
next few days. 

Brock Carlton, CEO provided an overview of FCM's fall advocacy objectives that included 
the following: 

• 	 Election readiness 
• 	 Pre-budget Positioning 
• 	 National Board of Director's Orientation Guide 2010-2011 
• 	 Setting committee priorities 

Ontario Regional Caucus meeting 
Mayor Susan Fennell chairs the Ontario Regional Caucus. The minutes of the meeting are 
attached to this report as Appendix 1. 

Standing Committee on Social Economic Development 
Mayor Susan Fennell is a member of this Standing Committee. The focus of this meeting 
was to consider the policy and advocacy priorities developed from feedback at Annual 
Conference. The following three (3) 2010-11 priorities were approved by the Standing 
Committee to dedicate most of its time and resources for the coming year: 

• 	 Continued advocacy and follow-up on FCM's immigration report 
• 	 Continued research and advocacy around FCM's National Action Plan on Housing 

and Homelessness 
• 	 Engage in research on the impact of Canada's aging population on cities and 
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The Standing committee considered and endorsed the staff recommendations for the 
following resolutions regarding: 

• 	 Access to Transportations for Individuals with Disabilities 
• 	 Termination of the Transportation Loan Program for Refugees 
• 	 Sustainable Federal Funding for the community Access program (CAP) 
• National Food Policy Strategy for Canada 

The Standing committee received two reports for information on a new partnership program 
with Indian and Northern Affairs Canada and the status of the work requested to prepare 
research, policy developments and advocacy strategies relating to healthy cities and 
communities, including recreation infrastructure. 

Standing Committee on Municipal Finance & Intergovernmental Arrangements 
Mayor Susan Fennell is a member of this Standing Committee. The focus of this meeting 
was to consider the policy and advocacy priorities which were developed from feedback at 
Annual Conference. The Standing Committee agreed to the following priorities for the 
upcoming year: 

• 	 Creation of a Report Card on the Federal-Municipal Partnership 
• 	 Creation of an Annual State of the Cities and Communities Report 
• Payments in Lieu of Taxes 

The Standing committee considered and endorsed the staff recommendations for the 
following resolutions regarding: 

• 	 Government of Alberta Streamlined Municipal Gant programs 
• Municipal Impact of Canada and European Economic Partnership Trade Agreement 

The Standing Committee received a report for information on several court decisions on 
PILTs in favour of municipalities as well as several unresolved issue related to PIL Ts. 
Additionally, the standing Committee considered the staff report on Economic Development 
Working Group that was formed with the purpose of identifying the federal role in 
supporting municipal economic development in Canada. The Committee endorsed the staff 
recommendation to dissolve this committee since the federal government has established 
regional development agencies through the Economic Stimulus program. 

Standing Committee on Environmental Issues and Sustainable Development 
The focus of this committee meeting was to consider of the recommendations on the policy 
and advocacy priorities that were developed from feedback at Annual Conference. The 
following policy areas were established as the Standing Committee priorities for 2010-11 : 

• 	 Wastewater Regulations 
• The Green Economy 

The Standing Committee considered and endorsed the staff recommendations for the 
following resolutions regarding: 

• 	 Request for Revision of Federal Legislation Respecting Navigation 
• 	 Protect Property Tax Payers by Cost-Sharing Proposed New Federal Wastewater 

Regulations 
• 	 Cancellation of the Eco energy retrofit - Home Service 
• 	 Time delays for Environmental Assessments 
• 	 Stop Permits on Schedule 2 Lakes and Rivers 
• 	 The Negative Impacts of the Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill and Implications for Future Off

Shore Oil and Gas Drilling 
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The Standing Committee received an update on the discussions that have occurred 
between staff from FCM and Environment Canada on the proposed new wastewater 
regulations related to concerns for implementation costs. 

Standing Committee of the Rural Forum 
Mayor Susan Fennell is a member of this Standing Committee. The focus of this meeting 
was to consider the recommendations on the policy and advocacy priorities suggested at 
the Annual Conference. The Standing Committee approved the following priority for its 
policy and advocacy work: 

• Call on the Federal government for a cabinet level rural champion to ensure that 
rural issues remain on the agenda. 

There were no resolutions for the Rural Forum to consider and therefore none have been 
submitted to the National Board of Directors for approval. 

Standing Committee on Increasing Women's Participation in Municipal Government 
Mayor Susan Fennell is a member of this Standing Committee. The Standing Committee 
reviewed the recommendations on the policy and advocacy priorities were put forward at 
Annual Conference. It was endorsed that the following policy areas would be the focus of 
the Standing Committee's advocacy work for this year. 

• The Getting to 30% Program 
• Scholarships and Awards 
• . International Partnerships on Gender-related Programs 

The Standing committee received 3 reports for information that provided updates on the 
"Getting to 30%" program, the Ann McLean Award and the Mayor Andree Boucher 
Memorial Scholarship. Also the Standing committee received a report regarding 
International Partnerships and endorsed the staff recommendation to continue to 
collaborate with FCM International to mainstream gender-related issues through 
international an domestic programming and policy. 

There were no resolutions for the Standing Committee to consider and therefore none were 
submitted to the National Board of Directors for approval. 

Standing Committee on Municipal Infrastructure and Transportation Policy 
Mayor Susan Fennell is a member of this Standing Committee. The purpose of this meeting 
was to review the recommendations on the policy and advocacy priorities from the Annual 
conference. It was discussed that due to the current economic downturn, FCM is entering 
its most challenging advocacy environment. The government will be focusing on deficit 
reduction measures and while their spending power wanes, FCM is recommending that 
advocacy efforts be reframed in the short-term to focus on roles and responsibilities, and 
interprovincial relationships, rather than large funding asks. Therefore, the Standing 
Committee endorsed the following 3 advocacy priorities for this year: 

• Federal Infrastructure Policy 
• Federal Infrastructure Program Design 
• Transportation and Transit Advocacy 

There were no resolutions for the Standing Committee to consider and therefore none were 
submitted to the National Board of Directors for approval. 
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Standing Committee on Community Safety and Crime Prevention 
The focus of this meeting was the consideration of the recommendations on the policy and 
advocacy priorities which the Standing Committee will focus its resources for the coming 
year. The following policy and advocacy priority was developed from feedback at Annual 
Conference: 

• A targeted advocacy campaign in the area of municipal and RCMP policing, 
with an emphasis on organized crime. 

The Standing Committee considered and endorsed the staff recommendation for the 
following resolution regarding: 

• Reconsider the position and not close Prison Farms 
The Standing Committee considered an update report on Pandemic Planning and 
Response and approved the recommendation for staff to advocate for increased and better 
support, communication, and coordination from the Federal government when it comes to 
pandemic planning. The Standing Committee also received a report on Medical Marihuana 
and approved that FCM staff advocate to the Federal Government to work with the 
municipal sector to put in place a mechanism to insure compliance by licensed producers 
of marihuana with applicable federal, provincial, territorial and municipal legislation and 
regulation including the building code and zoning by-laws. 

Executive Committee 
As Chair of the Ontario Caucus, Mayor Susan Fennell is a table officer for the Executive 
Committee. The Executive Committee previewed the reports of the table officers and 
emerging items prior to being on the National Board of Directors meeting agenda the next 
day. 

National Board of Directors 
Mayor Fennell represents the Region of Peel as a Director for FCM's National Board. The 
National Board of Directors discusses and approves the reports and related 
recommendations from the Executive, Standing Committees and ProvincialfTerritorial 
Causes and the Reports of the Table Officers at this meeting. The highlights of the National 
Board meeting are as follows: 

Reports of the Standing Committees 
Standing Committee Chairs provided verbal summaries of the business conducted at each 
meeting and presented recommendations for the National Board endorsement. 

Reports of the Regional Caucuses 
Regional Caucus Chairs provided verbal summaries of the business conducted at each 
meeting for the information of the National Board. Mayor Fennell provided a high level 
overview of the agenda items discussed at the Ontario Regional Caucus. 

Next Steps 
The next meeting of the FCM National Board of Directors is November 17th - 20th

, in 
Ottawa. 

Susan Fennell 
Mayor 
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Appendix One - Ontario Caucus Minutes 

Ontario Committee Meeting August 31, 2010 

Iqaluit, Nunavet 

Chair Susan Fennell called the meeting to order at 1 0:30am 

Brief introductions around the table followed. Chair Fennell welcomed the new Board 

members and especially new elected member Mr. Doug Reycraft. 


Chair Fennell also took the opportunity to Peter Hume, AMO Past President for his 

contribution to the committee as this was his last meeting and to Councillor Howard 

Moscoe who has announced he will not to running for re election in the October 25, 2010 

Municipal Election. Mayor Fennell thanked Howard for his 22 years of commitment and 

dedication to FCM. Howard we will miss you. 


Additions to the agenda 

Two additions-Chair Fennell added the topic of FCM Code of Ethical Conduct and 

Councillor Somerville added a resolution regarding a Fundraising challenge to the Atlantic 

Province. 


Approval of amended agenda made by Councillor Hogg, seconded by Councillor Wilkinson, 

carried. 


Approval of minutes 

No minutes to be approve as this is the Committee's first meeting. 


Report from Chairl Vice Chair 

Given the late start time and lengthy agenda both Mayor Chair and Vice Chair Rydholm 
kept their remarks brief and wished everyone well and success in the upcoming municipal 
election on October 25, 2010. 

Report from first FCM Vice President Vrbanovic. 

Similarly to the Chair and Vice Chair, and given the time restraints and lengthy agenda 
Berry also wished everyone well and success in the upcoming municipal election on 
October 25, 2010. 
Electronic Voting at the Ontario Committee Elections at the FCM AGM 

General discussion regarding this yea(s voting procedure. FCM are looking for feedback to 
improve the process. 

The committee agreed there is a need for the use of this technology but the voting system 
should have been used in conjunction with a list of candidates. Several people lost count 
of how many they had voted for resulting in spoiled ballots (as they missed the minimum 
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and maximum amount of candidates they could vote for). Committee also expressed their 
endorsement of the AMO system and prefer that process. 

General consensus was the technology is needed. Committee would like to see a similar 
process to that of AMO. 

Order of speeches was also discussed and it was agreed that perhaps if speeches do not 
follow alphabetical order, candidates names should randomly drawn from a hat. 

National Food Campaign 
Councillor Alexander 
A motion will be brought forward at the Standing Committee on Social-Economic 
Development. Canada is the only G20 country without a food strategy. We need to buy 
locally. Food security policies for municipalities can make a big difference. Councillor 
Alexander stressed the impact municipalities can have by supporting local farms/farmers 
and he would like to see FCM host a convention regarding a National Food Strategy. One 
similar to the Sustainability Conference. 

Councillor Moscoe also spoke in favour of a national strategy and food security. 

Councillor Burcher commented we can keep this idea moving quickly through FCM adhoc 
committees, similarly to the one started for climate change. 

Councillor McConnell advised the City of Toronto has a Food Charter and would be happy 
to share that with David. 

Councillor Wilkinson cautioned everyone that the City of Ottawa was challenged under the 
Charter of Rights about excluding farmers and product that was not grown locally at their 
municipal run Farmers Markets. 

CETA update 
Councillor Jeffery 

Councillor Jeffery gave an update and overview and recommendations that came out of the 
FCM's working group. She asked that if anyone had any questions or comments to forward 
them to her prior to Minister Van Loan, Minister of International Trade conference call with 
the Standing Committee on Finance and Intergovernmental Arrangements. The call is 
scheduled for 11 :45 am, right after the Ontario Committee Meeting. 

Infrastructure/lSF Update 
The paper working reporting deadline for projects has been extended to June 30,2010. 
FCM will send out an advisory to its members. This is a good win for FCM and its members 
who successfully negotiated for an extension. 

Wind Turbines 
Councillor Rydholm 

Councillor Rydholm said it is a very complex issue. 
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The Green Energy Act trumps municipal authorities and takes precedence for green 
projects. 

It also states that connection cost to tie into the grid for green energy is to be paid by the 
hydro provider. In Thunder Bay's case they own the utility company and now have to pay 
close to 2 million dollars to connect the wind farm. 

Councillor Rydholm cautioned everyone. 

Councillor Moscoe said that green energy initiatives are the new "cell tower" issue. He said 
we need to amend the policies to work within the framework to address municipal issues. 

Councillor Hogg said Richmond Hill has done a feasibility study to address some of the 
issues. 

NOTE: FCM did call for the Federal Government to fund and undertake a study which 
examines the health effects from those living close to wind turbines. 

Census 

Councillor McConnell 

The Social Planning Council in Toronto has been leading the charge on the importance of 

the long form census. They have formed an advocacy group called Save the Census. 


They have produced 4 targeted marketing pieces- Ask your Faith Leader, Ask your Doctor, 

Ask your Mayor and Ask your Business Leaders. All the literature focuses on the 

importance of data collection and why the above people need it. 


For more information please visit their website at savethecensus.ca 


Councillor McConnell handed out the flyer "Ask your Mayor" 


Small Airports 

Councillor Wilkinson 


Councillor Wilkinson is bring forward a motion regarding the financial restrains being place 

on smaller airports as a result of Federal downloads and regulations. 


Women's World Conference 

Ottawa will host the conference on July 3-7,2011. 

For more information please visit their website at womensworlds.ca 


Next Conference Meeting will be organized after the municipal election on October 

25,2010. Stay tuned. 
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New Item 

FCM Code of Ethical Conduct 

Chair Fennell spoke about the inadequacies in the Provincial Legislation. Members 
commented that the vast majority of cities throughout Ontario do not have a distinct 
Integrity Commissioner and are writing their own Codes of Conduct. Members believe all 
municipalities should have one standard, which should be legislated by the provincial 
government. 

Chair Fennell commented that FCM members have developed a good example of a Code 
of Conduct. 


FCM members discussed working with Provincial and Territorial Associations to develop 

one standard, one Code of Conduct for all elected officials across this country. 


Resolution- Fundraising for Mayor Andree Boucher Memorial Scholarship 

Resolution by Councillor Somerville, seconded by Councillor Alexander 

Whereas the Ontario Committee raised $3,266.65 at the FCM AGM in Toronto 

Whereas, the Atlantic Committee will be the host of the 2011 AGM. 

Be it resolved that Ontario Committee formally challenge the Atlantic Committee to match 
or better the total monies they raised for the Mayor Andree Boucher Memorial at the 2010 

Toronto FCM AGM. 


Motion to adjourn by Councillor Burcher, seconded by Councillor Hogg, carried. 
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